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Studies on Forest Horticulture — Utilization of Forest Environments for the Early
Production of Colored Shoots of Nandina (Nandina domestica Thunb.)

Satoshi YAMAGUCHI *, Hiroaki OHASHI *, Mizue HIROSE *,
Yuko TAKESHITA *, Takaaki HABARA * and Yukie MURAKAMI *

Summary : Nandina is favored as cut branch ornaments in Japanese flower arrangement
in winter season. The benefit of forest environments accelerates the coloring of Nandina
(Nandina domestica) shoots in commercial horticulture under forest canopy, due to an
early coming of autumn microclimate in the forest. Also, the rich insect fauna may improve
the quality of cut shoots of Nandina with plentiful of red colored fruits on the cluster, by
sufficient pollination and tender summer conditions in the forest. The forest environments
are easy to adopt for urban horticulture with environments to produce ornamental flower/
tree shoots as most welcomed materials for the ceremonial flower arrangement in the New
Year season in Japan. Nandina is such an ideal crop as can be adopted to the agro-forestry,
especially to the horticultural forestry in Japan.
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